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so on, just as on  earth.      Now the spirits in heaven are
apt to resent it when one  of their number quits them to
go and be born as a child on earth ; and  sometimes they
will  pursue the truant and carry him back to the celestial
country, and that is what we call death.     Little children are
most commonly fetched away by their mother in heaven ;
for she wearies for them  and comes and lays an invisible
hand on the child, and it sickens and dies.     If you hear a
child whimpering of nights, you may be sure that its mother
from heaven has laid her hand on it and is drawing it away
to herself.      If the child  grows very sick  and its earthly
mother fears that it will die, she will mould two figures of
clay, a man and a woman, and offer them in exchange to
the heavenly mother, saying, " O thou bearer and mother of
children !  instead of the child that has gone away from thee
we bring thee here in exchange these clay men.    Take them
and withdraw thy hand from the child in this visible world."
Grown-up people also, when they fall  sick, will sometimes
make images of clay and offer them as substitutes to the
messengers who have come from heaven to fetch them away.
These  images  are deposited with other offerings,  such as
cowry-shells and   a  musket, by the  roadside;   and  if the
messengers  accept  them  instead   of the  sick man, he re-
covers.1    During an epidemic of small-pox the Ewe negroes
will  sometimes  clear  a space outside of the  town, where
they erect a number of low mounds and cover them with as
many little  clay figures as there are people in the place.
Pots of food and water are also set out for the refreshment
of the spirit of small-pox who, it is hoped, will take the clay
figures  and  spare the living folk ; and to make  assurance
doubly sure  the  road into the town is barricaded against
him.2
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